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New Look JD News

From the next issue, JD News will be available in both electronic or hard copy format and will
now be circulated on an issues basis, approximately six monthly. If you have colleagues who
would like to receive this publication then please have them contact Animal Health Australia. Il

Would you like to Receive the JD News by Email?

If you would prefer to receive the JD News via email please contact Jane McBride, emall
jmcbride@animalhealthaustralia.com.au, stating your contact details and email address or
complete the form inserted with this edition of the JD News and return via fax on (02) 6232 5511.
The JD News will continue to be distributed in hardcopy to those producers and stakeholders
who prefer to receive the newsletter by post. ll
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Q-Alpaca Commences in 2005

Animal Health Committee has endorsed the AAA proposal that
alpaca herds will qualify for recognition under its biosecurity
program, Q-Alpaca, if they comply with the following elements.

1. Eligible herds would not be known or suspected to be
infected with Johne’s disease.

2. A written agreement between the owner and an approved
veterinarian.

3. A Herd and Property Management Plan to a standard
comparable to that in the AlpacaMAP.

4. Records of animal identity, origin and destination for
movements into and out of the herd.

5. Post-mortem examination of any animal over 12 months old
that dies or is euthanased and of any cria under 12 months
old that is showing emaciation or diarrhoea and dies or is
euthanased.

6. Where clinical signs are suggestive of Johne’s disease,
post-mortem investigation will be undertaken and samples
collected for culture and histopathology as described in
AlpacaMAP Section 7 and Appendix 10.

7. Where the Q-Alpaca herd’s approved veterinarian is not
always available to conduct post-mortem examinations for
Q-Alpaca; he or she may authorise another veterinarian
who is approved for MAPs in alpaca or other species to
undertake them on his or her behalf.

8. Q-Alpaca herds do not automatically qualify as being
equivalent to MN1 in the AlpacaMAP. However, a
Q-Alpaca herd would qualify for equivalence to MN1 if it:

a) is not run with other susceptible animals, or

b) is run with sheep with a minimum ABC score of 2
(ie the number of credits for a sheep flock in SheepMAP
that has had one Sample Test), or

©) is run with animals, classified as eligible animals in the
AlpacaMARP, that are part of a MAP herd or flock or any
other herd or flock that would be eligible for unrestricted
entry to a MAP herd or flock. (Note: “Unrestricted entry”
means that the numbers and types of animals are not
restricted and are not subject to additional testing or
management rules by the MAP. Rules for introduction to
CattleMAP herds are being reviewed in light of new
assurance base trading schemes.)

9. Alpaca could be introduced to Q-Alpaca herds from:
a) AlpacaMAP herds

b) Q-Alpaca herds that have been enrolled in Q-Alpaca for
at least 6 months

c) Non-Assessed alpaca herds, subject to isolation and a
negative faecal culture.

Animals that are sourced from Q-Alpaca flock achieve a credit
status into the MAP.

For further information about Q-Alpaca please contact
Dr Richard Dixon, The Registrar, Q-Alpaca,
email: randjd@optusnet.com.au

OJD eUpdate 5

A Study of the Biological and Economic Impact of OJD in
affected Sheep Flocks in NSW (OJD.023)

This study provides industry with factual information about the
impact of OJD on farms in southern Australia. This is needed to
assess the magnitude of the OJD problem and to direct control
and management programs. On 12 farms, the average OJD
mortality rate based on inventory records was 6.2% (range
2.1% to 17.5%), more than twice the accepted mortality rate
(from all causes) for Australian sheep flocks. OJD losses
accounted on average for 70% (range 17% to 100%) of the
estimated total economic loss associated with sheep deaths
over this 12-month study. In addition this project confirmed that
prevalence based on pooled faecal culture (PFC) could be used
as an indicator of OJD mortality level and provided support for
further investigation of several risk factors in a future study
focused on a specific sheep cohort and involving a larger
number of farms. We recommend that producers, through
industry extension activities, be informed of the substantial
losses associated with OJD and be encouraged to implement
control measures on their farms. We also recommend the
development of a model to predict on-farm economic impact
of OJD.

Field evaluation of OJD control using Gudair (OJD.009)

A five-year field trial was undertaken to determine the efficacy of
a killed M. a. paratuberculosis vaccine, Gudair™, for the control
of OJD in Australian merinos. The vaccine stimulated cell-
mediated and humoral immune responses. Gudair™ reduced
mortalities due to OJD by 90% and delayed faecal shedding for
the first year post-vaccination (pv). Thereafter, the prevalence of
shedders among vaccinates was reduced by 90%.

The numbers of M. a. paratuberculosis excreted by the
vaccinated groups were also reduced by at least 90% at most
sampling times. However, high levels of excretion by vaccinates
occurred on some occasions, and although only 7 of 600
vaccinates died from OJD, all had multibacillary disease. Thus
there remains a risk that some vaccinated sheep could transfer
the disease. Small reductions in live weight gain were found in
vaccinated lambs in the first year pv, but there was little effect
on condition score or wool production. Vaccine injection site
lesions were detected in almost 50% of sheep 2 months py,
and these persisted for at least 4 years in 20-25% of
vaccinates. Data from this trial enabled the registration of
Gudair™ in Australia in 2002 and underpins the pivotal role of
vaccination in the current management of OJD. ll



Table 1 Number of known infected cattle herds, Table 5 Number of known infected goat herds,
March 2005 (NAHIS) March 2005 (NAHIS)
March 05 June 04 June 03 March 05 June 04 June 03
Table 2 Numbers of assessed herds in CattleMAP, Table 6 Numbers of assessed herds in GoatMAP,
March 2005 March 2005
MN1 MN2 MN3 MN1 MN2 MN3
Table 3 Number of known infected sheep flocks, Table 7 Number of known infected alpaca herds,
March 2005 (NAHIS) March 2005 (NAHIS)
March 05 June 04 June 03 March 05 June 04 June 03
* When comparing NSW data as at June 2004 with other data, please Table 8 Numbers of assessed herds in AlpacaMAP,
note that the reported number of infected flocks excluded flocks in the March 2005
former NSW Residual Zone/Management Area. MN1 MN2 MN3
Table 4 Number of SheepMAP Assured flocks,
March 2005
MN1 MN2 MN3
Table 9 Number of known infected deer herds,

* The status of SheepMAP flocks in Queensland is currently under an
administrative review.

March 2005 (NAHIS)

March 05 June 04 June 03
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International Developments

Although the suggested link between Crohn’s disease and
Johne's disease remains unsubstantiated, there is renewed
interest internationally in the management of Johne's disease,
and a number of Australia's trading partners have implemented
enhanced management arrangements. The risk to international
trade has the potential to increase as several countries including
the Netherlands, Japan, United States, Britain and Canada
implement or develop national programs. The United States
government has committed $40 million for assurance and
control of Johne's disease at the state level and has established
the Johne's Disease Integrated Program to evaluate and
coordinate R&D programs. The program on molecular biology
and proteomics may yield new tools to assist control.

At the producer organisation level the UK Beef Association has
commissioned a review to consider a direction for the beef
industry in direct response to concerns about trade access.

In Canada, industry has focussed on the dairy sector, although
Johne’s disease has also severely affected some beef herds.
There is a nationally coordinated approach to the control of
Johne's disease and a herd certification program is in place. B

Registration of Logo

The application has progressed through the consultative
processes required by IP Australia and Animal Health Australia
has recently received notification that the application has
entered the final phase of the registration process, having
successfully passed scrutiny by the ACCC. Draft rules for the
use of the Trademark have been posted to the Animal Health
Australia website. ll

www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au

Gate Signs Available

These signs include the MAP Logo. To protect the
reputation of MAP herds and flocks, the signs must be
used in accordance with the rules developed for the use
of a trademark (available from the Animal Health Australia
website). l

The Market Assurance
Programs Review of 2004 -2005

The MAP application and manual order form is now available
on the Animal Health Australia website. Producers wishing to
enter the MAP need to complete this form and mail it with the
required payment to Animal Health Australia. Replacement or
additional manuals can also be ordered through the same
process. The handling of MAP applications and manual orders
has been centralised to enable Animal Health Australia to
provide accurate and timely updates to all producers who are
participating in the MAP.

A third party audit of randomly selected properties participating
in the MAP was conducted in 2004 and the results identified a
pattern in the non-compliances identified. A number of the
non-compliances that were reported resulted from producer
confusion about the records required for the MAP. It is
anticipated that reformatting the manual and reviewing the
training program for approved veterinarians will assist in
clarifying these matters.

In line with the recommendation of the MAP Reference Group,
producers have been notified that third party audits will now
form part of the normal business arrangements of an
enterprise. Third party audits are scheduled once every three
years and Animal Health Australia will ensure producers are
notified when an audit is due. Currently Animal Health Australia
is seeking to extend the number of auditors available to
undertake this role. l



DISCLAIMER

This publication is published by Animal Health Australia for information purposes only. Information contained in it is drawn from a variety of sources
external to Animal Health Australia. While reasonable care is taken in its preparation, Animal Health Australia does not guarantee or warrant the
accuracy, reliability, completeness of currency of the information or its usefulness in achieving any purpose.

To the fullest extent permitted by law, Animal Health Australia will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred in or arising by reason of
any person relying on the information in this publication. Persons should accordingly make and rely upon their own assessments and enquiries to verify

the accuracy of the information provided.

COPYRIGHT AND TRADE MARKS
Use of materials and information

This publication is protected by copyright. You may reproduce this material in unaltered form for your personal, non-commercial use. All other rights are

reserved. Information or material from this publication may be used for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review permitted under the
Copyright Act 1968.
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NEW SOUTH WALES

oJb

Dr lan Links, NSW Department of Primary Industries
Phone:  (02) 6938 1999

Fax: (02) 6938 1809
Email: ian.links@agric.nsw.gov.au
BJD

Dr Sally Spence, NSW Department of Primary Industries
Phone:  (02) 6391 3630

Fax: (02) 6391 3388

Email: sally.spence@agric.nsw.gov.au
VICTORIA

oJb

Dr Alison Lee, Department of Primary Industries
Phone:  (03) 5430 4508

Fax: (03) 5430 4505
Email: alison.lee@dpi.vic.gov.au
BJD

Dr Sally Ridge, Department of Primary Industries
Phone:  (03) 9217 4237

Email: sally.ridge@dpi.vic.gov.au
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
oJb

Dr Jack Reddin, Primary Industries and Resources
South Australia

Phone:  (08) 8535 6408

Fax: (08) 8535 6427
Email: reddin.jack@saugov.sa.gov.au
BJD

Dr Jeremy Rogers, Primary Industries and Resources
South Australia

Phone:  (08) 8391 7138

Email: rogers.jeremy@saugov.sa.gov.au

QUEENSLAND
Dr Karen Skelton, Department of Primary Industries
and Fisheries

Phone:  (07) 3239 3951

Fax: (07) 3239 3510

Email: karen.skelton@dpi.qgld.gov.au
TASMANIA

(oN]>)

Dr Cameron Bell, Department of Primary Industries,
Water and Environment

Phone:  (03) 6233 5356

Fax: (03) 6278 1875
Email: Cameron.Bell@dpiwe.tas.gov.au
BJD

Dr Rick Campbell, Department of Primary Industries,
Water and Environment

Phone:  (03) 6421 7644

Fax: (03) 6421 7666
Email: rick.campbell@dpiwe.tas.gov.au
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Dr Peter Morcombe, Department of Agriculture
Phone:  (08) 9368 3542

Fax: (08) 9367 6248

Email: pmorcombe@agric.wa.gov.au

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Dr Brian Radunz, Department of Business Industry
and Resource Development

Phone:  (08) 8999 2130

Fax: (08) 8999 2089

Email: brian.radunz@nt.gov.au

For further information on any of the items in this newsletter please contact Lorna Citer, Manager, Johne’s Disease,
Animal Health Australia at Iciter@animalhealthaustralia.com.au, (02) 6203 3922 or visit the Animal Health Australia website at

http://www.animalhealthaustralia.com.au.



