
Improve your flock’s OJD health status 
maximise your trading opportunities

Managing OJD is important and can improve your trading opportunities. If left uncontrolled the disease  
can spread, causing devastating annual stock losses of up to 10-20% in adult flocks. By carrying-out some 
simple management practices, and requesting a Sheep Health Statement every time you purchase or agist 
sheep, you will reduce contamination on-farm (if your flock is already infected) and protect your business  
(if your flock isn’t infected). 

Working together for a healthy and wealthy sheep industry

SHEEP HEALTH STATEMENTS—WHAT’S THE SCORE?
Using a Sheep Health Statement (SHS) declares your flock’s health 
status for a range of sheep diseases and treatments, and increases 
the competition for your sheep. In other words, if you’re buying in 
sheep, a SHS helps you to know exactly what you’re bringing on 
to your farm – if you’re selling sheep, a SHS will make your sheep 
more attractive to potential buyers/markets. 

For OJD the SHS has four categories which contribute points to 
build an Assurance Based Credit (ABC) score. You can use any or 
all of these measures to improve your flock’s health status, and gain 
trading credits at the same time. Remember, the higher your ABC 
score is, the lower your flock’s OJD risk status will be.

Category A	 =	�P revalence Area – where your flock is 
located or whether your flock is suspected  
of being infected

Category B 	 =	F lock Testing

Category C 	 =	U se of Vaccination

Category D 	 =	F lock Risk Assessment

BOOST YOUR ABC SCORE IN FIVE EASY STEPS
Step One	 Work out your flock’s current score and where 

you’d like to be in the future. 

Step Two 	 Decide how many points you need for your trade.

Step Three 	 Choose the most appropriate management 
options, or combination of options, for your flock 
from Category B, C or D. This will protect your 
business, or reduce the level of disease already 
in your flock, and provide the trading credits 
you need. 

Step Four	 Develop a management plan to implement the 
practices you have identified. Build this into your 
farm biosecurity plan and review regularly with 
your animal health advisor. 

Step Five 	 Provide a SHS to maximise competition for your 
sheep by demonstrating to potential buyers that 
you are actively managing the risk of OJD (and 
other diseases) in your flock. 

NATIONAL SHEEP HEALTH STATEMENT
Attached to accompanying NVD/Waybill No.            (Version 2 - May 2009) 

SECTION 1 – CONSIGNMENT INFORMATION

Owner of sheep ........................................................................................................................................

Property/place where the journey commenced (full address) .................................................................

 ................................................................................................................  State ..................................

Property Identification Code (PIC) of this property:             

Number Year born 
(month, if  known)

Description 
(ie. Breed, sex and type)

Identification 
(eg. PIC/brand on ear tag if different 
to above)

Please attach a list if more information is required.

SECTION 2 – OVINE JOHNE’S DISEASE (OJD)
1. This consignment has an ABC score of: (refer and complete overleaf)

       
 Category A + Category B + Category C + Category D = 
 (Area/ flock credits)   (Test credits)  (Vaccine credits)  (Cert. low risk credits)  TOTAL ABC SCORE

2. Were all these consigned sheep born on the above property? Yes  No 
 If no, date introduced ........... / ............ / ............. ABC score at time of introduction: 

3. Have sheep of a lower ABC score than the consigned 
 sheep been introduced into the flock in the last 2 years?     Yes      No 
 If yes, what is the lowest ABC score of introductions?     

4. How many different sources of sheep have been 
 introduced to the consignor’s property in last 2 years? None  1-5  6+  Rams only 

5. Are any of the sheep in this consignment terminal ‘T’ tag lambs? Yes  No  

6. Are these consigned sheep from a SheepMAP flock?     Yes      No 
 Status ............................................................................... Expiry date ............/ ............. / ...........

SECTION  3 –  FOOTROT

7. Have the sheep in this consignment been observed for, and any 
 suspect sheep examined for, signs of FOOTROT during the past 14 days? Yes  No 

8. To the best of your knowledge, are the sheep in this consignment 
 free of VIRULENT FOOTROT? Yes  No 

9. To the best of your knowledge, are all sheep and goats on the 
 consignor’s property free from VIRULENT FOOTROT? Yes  No 

SECTION 4 - OTHER HEALTH INFORMATION

10. Is the flock accredited under a government administered  
 OVINE BRUCELLOSIS accreditation scheme? Yes  No 

 Flock Accreditation No:. ...............................................................

 Expiry Date: ........../ ........../ ...........

11. Has there been any evidence of sheep LICE at, or since, the last shearing?  Yes  No 

 Date of last shearing (if known): ........./ ........../ ...........

12. Treatments Product Date of last treatment   

 External Parasite Treatment  ...........................................................   ............ / ........./ ...........

 Drench  ...........................................................   ............ / ........./ ...........

 Vaccination other than OJD  ...........................................................   ............ / ........./ ...........

 Other  ...........................................................   ............ / ........./ ...........

SECTION 5 -  DECLARATION

As the owner and /or person responsible for the husbandry of the sheep in this consignment, I declare 
that the information in this statement is true and correct.

Signed:  .......................................................................................  Date:  ............ / ........../ ...........

Name (print):  ..........................................................................................................................................

Contact phone:  ........................................................................................................................................

Persons making false statements may be liable under fair trading 
and other relevant state legislation.

(if known)



Improve your flock’s OJD health status 
maximise your trading opportunities
continued

FLOCK TESTING AND VACCINATION REALLY DOES WORK
You can get up to four additional points, depending on the level and type of testing you conduct and the results you receive  
(as shown in the table below). 

TESTING METHOD POINTS DESCRIPTION

ABATTOIR 
MONITORING

Abattoir Surveillance  
(500 sheep) 

up to 2 pts 
valid for 2 yrs

You must have had at least 500 sheep over two-years-
of-age examined through abattoir monitoring in the past 
24 months and hold a negative surveillance report. 

The sheep must have been on your property for at least  
two years before examination.

As the sheep may have been inspected in multiple lines, 
you will need to check all your surveillance reports.

Abattoir Surveillance  
(150 sheep) 

1 pt 
valid for 1 yr

You must have had at least 150 sheep over two-years-
of-age examined through abattoir monitoring in the past 
12 months and hold a negative surveillance report. 

The sheep must have been on your property for at least two 
years before examination. 

As the sheep may have been inspected in multiple lines, 
you will need to check all your surveillance reports.

FLOCK TESTING Pooled Faecal Culture 
(350 sheep)

2 pts 
valid for 1 yr

Contact your veterinary practitioner and arrange for dung 
testing of a representative sample (maximum 350) of your 
adult sheep.

Sheep Market Assurance 
Program (MAP) Testing 

up to 4 pts 
providing your flock 
remains in the MAP

Join the Sheep MAP by contacting your local approved 
SheepMAP veterinarian www.ojd.com.au

You will be eligible for two points when you have 
completed your first sample test. You can get further points 
if you progress to a higher status, with further testing in two 
and five years. 

VACCINATION 
WITH GUDAIR®

 

Approved Vaccinates 

up to 4 pts 

1 pt

You can get up to four additional points depending on the 
amount of vaccination you have undertaken.

Vaccination is an effective means of reducing flock losses 
and will reduce the number of bacteria an animal passes 
onto pasture.

When lambs are vaccinated at marking with Gudair®, they 
are called Approved Vaccinates and must be tagged with 
a NLIS tag carrying a    symbol. 

Adult sheep in the Sheep Market Assurance Program (MAP) 
can be vaccinated with Gudair® at any age and are also 
recognised as Approved Vaccinates. 

Adult sheep can also be vaccinated at any age and 
be recognised as Approved Vaccinates, as long as a 
SheepMAP veterinarian certifies in writing that the sheep 
were vaccinated with Gudair® when there was a low risk 
of previous exposure to OJD.

ADDITIONAL ADVICE 
For further information on OJD management options and the Sheep Health Statement, please visit www.ojd.com.au or contact 
your local department of agriculture. 


